The polishability of posterior composites.
The polishability of six brands of posterior composites was evaluated by means of a stylus profile instrumentation and scanning electron microscopy and was compared with that of an anterior microfilled composite. A sedigraphic study was performed to estimate the size and distribution of their inorganic particles. The extent of the filler loading as well as the hardness values were also assessed to determine any relevant characteristics. Some of the findings indicated that posterior composites with large particles produced significantly higher surface roughness than those with small fiber particles. A direct correlation was also found between the hardness value and surface roughness value, indicating that a composite with higher hardness value yielded a higher roughness value.